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i OUR PLANT 


How many know that our Kharkov Tractor Plant was not 
originally included in the first Five-Year Plan? 

Such is the case. The collective farms grew so fast, and with 
them the demand for more and more tractors, that our Soviet 
country simply had to arrange for another huge tractor plant 
like its big brother in Stalingrad. 

So, as if by magic, from out of a barren and unproduclive 
гасі of land, arose this giant to produce the “iron horses" neces- 
sary for our socialist farms. 

This was іп 1930, during the early stages of the present cri- 
sis in Ihe capilalist world. : 

The tractor plant is situated ten kilometres from the city of 
Kharkov in a former hamlet called Lossevo. 
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RED ARMY helps in construction 


IT TOOK ONE YEAR TO BUILD 


As many as 17,000 workers shared in the construction of the 
plant At least half of these workers came from the city of 
Kharkov and the surrounding small towns, giving their time 
voluntarily in what is called subbotniks. One of the "old timers" 
here told me that every morning: a train and lorries loaded with 
workers came with bands playing and banners flying to do their 
share of work—-usually unskilled, such as digging and loading 
dirt—to help put the new plant in operation in record time. The 
Red Army men also did their share of this heavy inilial work. 

Socialist competition played a large part in the quick construc- 
tion of the plant. A splendid illustration of this was the work of 
the brigade of concrete-mixers led by Comrade Movlev who won 
fame and glory by establishing the record of 1,000 concrete-mix- 
ings each day. Movlev was last heard of leading a brigade of 
mixers at Krammashstroy where he has increased his record to 
1,166 mixings! 


Comrade Swajtan, American 
specialist, also was awarded th« 
Order of Lenin for his work in 
the construction of the plant. 


ORDER OF LENIN: the highest 
award in the Soviet Union was 
given to Comrade Bruskin, our 
director 
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The history of the plant will record two more heroes: Com- 
rades Marusin and Osseekin, both shock brigade leaders of con- 
crele-mixers. Comrade Marusin, who later received the Order of 
Lenin, learned his trade in Stalingrad where he worked for two 
years. Before that he knew absolutely nothing about concrete, 
having been born, and bred on a farm. Before going to Stalin- 
grad he was never in a school. After the discovery of the counter- 
revolutionary plots in the plant, he joined the Party. The records 
say that Comrade Osseekin is "one of the best brigade leaders, 
working days without rest, without sleep; in the cold, inclement 
weather he sacrificed himself for the great building." He, too, 
was a peasant. And the story is told that at first he could not 
seltle down, that he even associated with "drunks." But in the 
swifl moving tempo and the joy of doing things he soon forgot 
all this. There are hundreds and thousands of Movlevs, Maru- 
sins and Osscekins in the Soviet Union, all of them playing their 
heroic parts in the tremendous battles for socialist constructior 

Some time ago Comrade Gorky appealed to the workers o. 
the Soviet Union to write up the history of their factories—their 
struggles to overcome the many difficulties which beset them in 
the first days of building socialism. Workers of our plant are 
now answering this appeal and soon we shall be able lo read 


EARLY CONSTRUCTION PERIOD, working in zero 
weather, as told in the story 


MOPR BRIGADE helping in construction 


the wrilings of those who laboured and endured under the most 
bitter weather conditions, many times in temperatures as severe 
as 25 degrees below zero. The steel framework of the forge shop 
and the assembly shop were erected under such conditions. These 
books, written by those who have taken leading parts in the 
everyday fights at Kharkov, will have a historic value, which we 
at the moment scarcely realize. 

Our Kharkov plant was able to profit by all the mistakes 
which had been made at Stalingrad. These were taken into ac- 
count in the general lay-out of the various departments and 
office buildings. 

The buildings are of reinforced concrete and steel framework. 
The various shops—foundry, forge (light and heavy), tool room, 
machine shop, repair shop and heating and electric power station 
and office building, take in an area of 120,000 square metres at 
a cost, including machinery, of 153,000,000 rubles. 


11 


Tee ':: ПОВ хл с 


12 


Concrete-mixing brigades headed by comrades like 
MOVLEV and MARUSIN, guaranteed the rapid con- 
struction of the Kharkov Tractor Plant 


SOCIALIST CITY: These apar!ment houses were 
built almost overnight. Some of those in the rear 
nre just being roofed 


The tool room is under the same roof as the machine’ and 
assembly shops. The repair shop is placed between the foundry 
and forge. The general office building is near all the workshops. 

October 1, 1931, when the first tractor came off the conveyor, 
was a great day. Its importance and significance was defined 
by Comrade Stalin in the historic message he sent to the plant 
on the opening day: 

“The workers of the entire country, the millions of collective 
farmers and the Parly have followed with close attenlion the 
construction of the Kharkov Tractor Plant. The Kharkov Trac- 
torstroy is the bulwark of the collectivization of agricullure in 
the Ukraine, its builders are the vanguard, leading millions of 
Ukrainian peasants along the road to socialism. The building 
of the Kharkov Tractor Plant which is now joining the ranks of 
tractor plants, will remain in the history of the socialist industry 
of our country as an example of genuine Bolshevik tempo.” 

From this porlentous day on, the struggle began for increasing 
productivity. А 

The shops are equipped with the most improved smelting 
furnaces, electrical ovens and conveyors, with the most up-to-date 
machines, mainly from America and Germany, but quite a few 
of Soviet make. The foundry has an output capacity of 80,000 tons 
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of molten pig iron and bronze, the forge has a capacity of 33,000 
tons of diflerent metallic details. 

The capacity of the plant is 50,000 tractors a year. 

One of the most inleresting sections of the plant is the mechan- 
ical and assembling department which is half a kilometre long, 
a hundred metres wide and covers an area of nearly four hectares. 
Here are a thousand of the latest machines. And it is here that the 
tractor comes to life, beginning with the placing of the chassis on 
the moving platform. The tendency in America, of course, is to 
have the line moving as fast as human beings can keep up with it. 
But our plant has consideration for the workers. The assembly 
line moves evenly on, workmen on each side slip in the various 
parts needed in the building of the traclor. There are 716 such 
parts, including nuts and bolts. Tested motors are dropped in 
from special overhead chains. Finally—the line moving all the 
time—all the parts are fitled and the tractor is ready for spray- 
ing with grey paint. It continues on through a huge oven, which 
dries it after the paint bath, and comes oul on the other side 
in all its glory. A young girl with a red bandanna on her head and 
a brush in her hand paints the raised stamped letters “K.T.Z.” in 
red, while her comrades pul in place the large red wheels. A man 


MACHINE SHOP in construction 


в" 
^ 
m 
12 

pite. 
d 


pj- 
Us 


аннин ЕЕ РНИИ 


ШИ, 


of molten pig iron and bronze, the forge has a capacily of 33,000 
tons of different metallic delails. 

The capacily of the plant is 50,000 tractors a year. 

One of the most interesting sections of the plant is the mechan- 
ical and assembling department which is half a kilometre long, 
a hundred metres wide and covers an area of nearly four hectares. 
Here are a thousand of the latest machines. And it is here thal the 
tractor comes to life, beginning with the placing of the chassis on 
the moving plalform. The tendency in America, of course, is lo 
have the line moving as fast as human beings can keep up with it. 
But our plant has consideration for the workers. The assembly 
line moves evenly on, workmen on cach side slip in the various 
parts needed in the building of the tractor. There are 716 such 
paris, including nuls and bolts. Tested motors are dropped in 
from special overhead chains. Finally—the line moving all the 
lime—all the parts are fitted and the tractor is ready for spray- 
ing with grey paint. It continues on through a huge oven, which 
dries il after the paint bath, and comes out on the other side 
in all its glory. A young girl with a red bandanna on her head and 
a brush in her hand paints the raised stamped letters “K.T.Z.” in 
red. while her comrades put in place the large red wheels. A man 


MACHINE SHOP in construction 


REPAIR SHOP 


with a hose puls gas into the tank and the tractor leaves the 
conveyor, ready to go forth to our socialist farms. 


In 1913, in pre-war Russia, 70 million rubles’ worth of agricul- 
tural machinery was produced. 

In 1931. in the Soviet Union. 520 million rubles’ worth of 
agricultural machinery was produced, including 41.600 tractors. 

In 1932, 940 millton rubles’ worth of agricultural machinery 
was produced, including more than 82,000 tractors. 

No tractors were made in (sarist Russia. 

Comrade Lenin spoke of 100.000 tractors which he said would 
alter the aspect of the Soviet land. The Leningrad Krasny Puti- 
lovetz Plant and the Kharkov Steam Engine Plant made the 
first lot of Soviet tractors, 538 in all, in 1925. These plants 
gradually raised their output to 4,569 tractors in 1929. It is 
readily seen how this small oulput was but a “drop in the bucket" 
in our huge Soviet territory which comprises one-sixth of the 
globe. 

Besides the building of new tractor factories there was the 
terrific problem of training thousands of human beings who had 
never before seen а machine. Kharkov. again using the experience 
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of Stalingrad, tackled the job. Many of the trained workers and 
engineers of our plant won their spurs at Stalingrad. But there 
were not enough of them at the beginning to cope wih the huge 
task of raising the skill of the 22,000 workers of the plant, most 
of whom were direct from the farm. To solye this problem the 
Soviet government contracted for a number of foreign workers 
and specialists to bring their experience and skill to the Soviet 
Union. 

Three main groups duly arrived, from America, Germany and 
Czechoslovakia. On October 28, 1931, the Americans left New 
York on the S.S. President Harding and arrived in Kharkov on 
November 15. A group of Czechoslovakian workers with their 
families arrived in the colony in July 1931. The German workers 
and specialists came in groups from time to time. In all, with 
their families, there were about 600 foreign people in the colony. 
These were placed in modern apartment houses. A number of 
American specialists like Toulouse, Raskin, Grenovich and Bald- 
win came on from Stalingrad. 

The Russian peasant knew nothing about machinery and had 
seldom seen an automobile or tractor before the Bolshevik revo- 
lution. Though the newly proletarianized peasant did not have 
the technical skill or knowledge needed to run such a huge enter- 
prise he had one thing in abundance—a thing which is now espe- 


PUTTING MACHINERY INTO PLACE: left—milling 
machine, right—radio drilling machin 


FOUNDRY near completion 


cially lacking in capilalist countries—enthusiasm and hope, plus 
a determined will to learn, an unquenchable thirst for more and 
more knowledge. 

This is where foreign workers and specialists came in with 
their years of training and experience in capitalist countries. 

Among the American group were a number of Russian-Amer- 
icans who left Russia, when it was under the rule of the tsar, 
for America, the one country in the world at that time which 
offered them “hope and freedom." Despile the ugly economic 
and social conditions of America, it was certainly a country well 
advanced in technical efficiency. It was not from any love or 
kind feelings for these immigrants that the bosses told them lo 
hang up their hats and coats and learn ‘the skilled trades. Profit 
was the simple molive. And it was comparatively easy for them to 
become "wise to the whole lay-out.” 

It would have been just too wonderful for words if the Russian 
peasants, who made up 65 per cent of the early working force 
of our plant, could have stepped into another such highly devel- 
oped and efficient faclory. However, the Soviet factory is remould- 
ing the human race, foreigners as well as Russians. 

With the foreigners in all the technical key places the fight 
began for increasing the number of ttractors-each day. It seemed 
that I was in the midst of a big war, wilh orders flying thick and 
fast, from the Party, from the director, from the Pioneers. 

To accelerate the work, English and German factory papers 
named Tempo were issued. 

In the first month fifly tractors came off the conveyor! 
"3,600 tractors Ше first quarter of 1932! This is the fighting 


program of all the workers of the Kharkov Tractor Plant!"—so 
announced our factory paper Tempo in January 1932. 


2 Fread E. Beal 
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“During the period of the first quarler of the year 1932, the 
workers collective of our plant must give to our socialist father- 
land 3,600 tractors, 750 motors for combines," cried the English : 
and German Tempos. The fight went on in all the departments 
and was reflected in the Tempos. 

Choice bits from one of the February issues of the English 
Tempo: 


During the fight for anore tractors other campaigns began. One 

of the first was a drive to free the Soviet Union from foreign im- 
ports. This was in line with the Seventeenth All-Union Party 

18 Conference where the second Five-Year Plan was discussed. A 


FIRST PROCESS: Herman pneumatic jolt ram 
moulding machine 


relentless struggle to master the most advanced technique in order 
to free the Soviet Union from imports in the shortest time was 
demanded at this conference. Our plant took measures accord- 
ingly and set ilself two basic lasks: 

1) To get rid of the necessity of importing tractor parts and 
high quality metal for production. : 

2) To eliminate the necessity of imporling machines and 
equipment. > 

In order to fulfil these tasks the engineers and technicians 
worked hard to substitute the tractor parts of non-ferrous metal 
with iron parts. Up to that time, March 1932, some nolable achieve- 
ments in substituting non-ferrous metals with iron ones' were 
recorded. For the production of the tractor, 16.6 kg. of non-fer- 
rous metals were generally used. Of this amount 6 kg. of black 
iron was substituted. On January 25, 1932, the People's Commis- 
sariat of Heavy Industry gave an order that 7.5 kg. more must be 
substituted. This was a big saving in quality metal imports. _ 

In fulfilling the second task our plant developed a number o£ 
measures. In 1932 we saved 500,000 in gold rubles by substitut- 
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ing Russian for foreign equipment. To fulfil these tasks quickly 
the efforts of all the engineers and technicians as well as of the 
collective of all the workers were enlisted. In this, of course, the 
foreign workers and specialists contributed their valuable assist- 
ance. : ‘ 

Other campaigns were fought against scrap, for rationalization 
programs with encouragement to the foreigners to give in sug- 
geslions and inventions which. of course, led to the saving of 
imports, and the campaign for better quality traclors. 

The six points of Comrade Stalin, which would make for bet- 
ler production and would lead to improved material and cultural 
condilions, were acled upon. There was some difficully al first in 
convincing the foreigners, especially the Americans, of the cor- 
reciness of applying piece-work under a workers’ government. 
Most of. the foreigners had fought bitterly against piece-work 
in, capitalist countries. So why have it here? Piece-work їп capi- 
talist countries is the capitalist weapon for exploiting and sweating 
the workers and further enslaving them. Bul in the Soviet Union 
it has a very different meaning and takes on quite different forms. 
Correct organization of work, increase of production, liquida- 
tion of irresponsibility and liquidaling equalily of wages—these 
were the purpose of introducing the piece-work system. Piece- 


SPECIALIST BALDWIN al work 
in the foundry on the Osborne 
moulding machine 


COMRADE OTT, German, at his work, pattern 
making 


work in the U.S.S.R. means greater dividends for the workers in 
the future, for there are no private individuals here to steal the 
harvest from the gains of such a system. However, the sincere 
foreign workers were quick to grasp the advantages of piece- 
work once the proper explanation had been given them. 


“We are becoming a metal country, an automobile country. 
a tractor country. And when we have put the U.S.S.R. on an 
automobile, and the muzhik on a tractor, let the worthy capilal- 
ists, who boast so loudly of their ‘civilization,’ then try to over- 
take us! We shall then see which countries are lo be ‘classified’ 
as backward and which as advanced.” 
Stalin 


FOR ONE HUNDRED TRACTORS A DAY BY MAY FIRST! 


The most important task set before the workers of our plant, 


during the month of April 1932 was lo produce 100 tractors a 
day by May First. Everyone was mobilized, from the Pioneers 
up. During the latter part of April the Pioneers and women 
marched on the factory to demand that 100 tractors daily be put 
oul by May First. (At Ford's, workers are marching on the fac- 
tory demanding work and bread.) Speeches were made outside the 
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LESLIE TOULOUSE, American foreman in the 
macliüne shop, showing a Soviet worker the com- 
plexities of the machine 


factory in which the Pioneers hauled their fathers over the coals 
for not accelerating their tempo. The fathers replied, promising 
they would fulfil their program and that the 100 tractors a day 
would be forthcoming by May First. 

Comrade Patera, a Czechoslovakian, one of the most active 
of the foreign workers, elected as a delegate to the Ninth Con- 
vention of Soviet Trade Unions held in Moscow April 20, was 
able to report a big victory—the 100 tractors a day were achieved 
before May First, on April 25! 

In view of our success the Council of People's Commissars of 
the U.S.S.R. and the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
passed the following decisions: 

To the director of the Kharkov Tractor Plant, Comrade 
Swistun: The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union congratulates the working men and women of the 
Kharkov Tractor Plant, also the administration and the technical 
staff, on the occasion of the unusually rapid mastering of the 


production process and the raising of the output to the record 
22 figure of 100 tractors a day in so short a time. 


THE ASSEMBLY LINE: Here the tractor takes 1 
form, as the conveyor moves sleadily on i 
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The Central Committee hopes that the factory will succeed 
within a few months in raising the output to maximum capacity 
and consequently in overfulfilling its program. 

The Central Committee resolves: 

1) To propose to the Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Soviets of the U.S.S.R that the plant as a 
whole and also some of the outstanding leaders and shock bri- 
gades be rewarded with the Order of Lenin. 

2) To install a tablet of honour in the factory inscribed 
with the names of those who organized the construction of 
the plant. 

From the government: 


The Council of People's Commissars of the U.S.S.R. congrat- 
ulates the working men and women, as well as the administra- 
tors and lechnical staffs of the Kharkov and Stalingrad Tractor 
Plants, who have shown examples of Bolshevik struggle for mas: 
tering technique in connection with the new victory, namely, 
the reaching of maximum capacily by the Stalingrad Plant and 
the output of 100 tractors per day by the Kharkov Plant ahead 
of scheduled time. 

И is the demand of the Soviet country that the shock brigad- 
ers of Kharkov and Stalingrad do nol rest content with the suc- 
cesses already attained but that they continue the production 
of tractors in Slalingrad and reach the full capacily in Kharkov. 
The Council of People’s Commissars fecls sure that the giants of 
Kharkov and Stalingrad will perform this lask with honour. 


AT THE LATHE Comrade 
Rothig 


GEORGE HARRISON (American)—machine design- 
ing department 


The following answer, in part, was made to the Central Com- 
mittee: 

The workers' collective and E.T.S. (Engineer-Technician staff) 
of the K.T.P. have victoriously gone through the heroic struggle 
for 100 tractors a day.... 

The greetings of the Central Committee under which we were 
struggling and conquering prompt us to mobilize our forces still 
more, to move on to further victories, not to rest for a moment, 
not to lose our heads with our successes but. on the contrary. 
in response to the greetings of the Central Committee, to double 
our energy for further mastering production so that we can 
surpass our past records within a few months .... 

Let us double and triple our energy for this struggle! Not one 
worker of the K.T.P. without technical knowledge! 

As seen from the above, our big brother plant at Stalingrad 
won praise and congratulations, too. In our successes we were 
indebted іо the lessons there. While it took nearly two years 
for Stalingrad to turn out 144 tractors per day we accomplished 
100 a day in six months. In Anma Louise Strong's book From 
Stalingrad to Kuzbas, she records a conversation she had with 
Comrade Raskin, the American specialist now working In the 
foundry of our plant, who was one of the pionecrs at Stalingrad. 
It shows how our plant has learned. Says Raskin: 
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"The loading room is mechanized, eliminating one of the 
greatest drawbacks of Stalingrad, where it was impossible to load 
the cupolas fully, due to an inadequate loading system. The 
cupolas here are of the same design, but are made in ithe U.S.S.R., 
so are the ladles; so is the malleable oven amd the annealing 
oven. All made in the U.S.S.R. The bronze foundry is nearly 
all Soviet-made, including a fine electric furnace, gravity tables, 
flasks, sand system. They are already making satisfactory cast- 
ings. 

“The whole of the general sand system is also made in the 
U.S.S.R. Its placing is much better than in Stalingrad, where the 
sand bins were far away from the sand system, and located against 
the outer wall of the building, where the sand often froze. The 
sand could only be unloaded into the bins by a crane. Here the 
sand bins are next to the sand system, in the middle of the build- 
ing, with a railway track running along ‘their length so that a 
number of cars can be unloaded at once, with or without cranes. 

“Now here's the place where we make the flywheel, which 
caused so much scrap in Stalingrad, till McLane took it over. Ob- 
serve the automatic shake-out, and the underground conveyor 
for castings which takes them out of the way to the cleaning 
room. Already we make flywheels with less scrap than in Stalin- 
grad. As for cylinder blocks, we have made a number and are 


OLGA KUSHLAK, Amer- 
ican Komsomol, working 
on a milling machine in 
the tool room 


NEW LIFE FOR 
WOMEN: Comrade 
Mntoushova, Czecho- 
slovakian worker, 
Party member and 
udarnik, works in 
the machine shop 
now, imitating her 
Soviet women com- 
rades 


getting only 18 per cent scrap, which will unfortunately rise 
when we train new workers.” 


OUR PLANT SUBSCRIBED 2,800,000 RUBLES TO THE 
GOVERNMENT LOAN 


The foreign workers and specialists of our plant were in the 
front ranks in subscribing to the loan of the “Fourth and Final 
Year of the First Five-Year Plan.” As soon as the foreign workers 
got wind of the Soviet workers demanding from their government 
the immediate issuing of a new loan they got busy and held 
meetings in all departments and Red Corners, subscribing 100 per 
cent to the loan and issuing a call to all the foreign workers 
and specialists in the Soviet Union to do likewise. 

The foreign women, wives of the men working in the factory, 
got busy too. At their meeting, held June 15, 1932, they adopted 
a resolution on the loan, part of which follows: 


“We fully understand the tremendous work of the working 
class in the Soviet Union. We realize that only upon the workers 
can the Soviet Union depend, for no capitalist country wil help 27 
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us to build our industry. We are witnesses to the great achieve- 
ments of the working class of the Soviet Union under the leader- 
ship of the Communist Party. 

"The achievements of the working class in the U.S.S.R. are 
the hope of the world proletariat and, therefore, we call upon 
all women, foreign and Soviet, to answer the call by signing up 
for the new loan. à 


For the Women's Organization, 
M. WEXLER and DANECKI” 


The loan proposals met with a hearty response in all the 
departments of the plant. The foreign workers of the tool room 
responded first, subscribing to the extent of a month's wages to 
the new loan. Only one foreign worker by the name of Ludwig 
refused to sign. Many of them signed up for more than one 
month's wages, such as: Hoffman, 550 rubles; Feichtenhoflfer, 
360 rubles (his monthly wage was 260); Kushlak, 200 rubles. 
The foreign workers and specialists of this department raised over 
12,000 rubles. 

The forge shop came second. The foreigners here raised over 
6,000 rubles. Here, too, many workers signed up for more than 
their month’s wages, Revutsky, the best American shock brigader, 
Enel, Petriga and Tripold. 

The foundry raised over 10.000 rubles among the foreigners: 
Matoush, a Czechoslovakian worker, subscribed 150 per cent; 
Franczen, 125 per cent; Tzarvan, 120 per cent; Brian, 300 rubles 
and 150 dollars; Stewart, 800 rubles. 

The machine shop raised the largest amount in rubles, the 
total being 20,000 rubles: Goldweis, 150 per cent; Kashkan, 700 
rubles; Peck, 400 rubles; Edlithka, 300 rubles, his wife and son 


GRADUATED: After spending a 
year in the trade school, Sem- 
chyshen is now an apprentice 
in the tool room 


IN THE FOUNDRY: lapping 
hot melal from the cupola iuto 
а айе 


300 more; Podesta, 600; Iverson, 600; Toulouse, 450; Matlis, 450. 
etc. One American by the name of Andrews, of the machine re- 
pair shop, subscribed 300 rubles and paid the whole at once. 

Of all the foreign groups the Czechoslovakian made the best 
response. In general, the results showed that the foreign workers 
and specialists were 100 per cent for the development of socialist 
construction. 

Altogether 83,145 rubles were subscribed by the foreign work- 
ers and specialists of the Kharkov Tractor Plant. 


FIRST ALL-UKRAINIAN CONFERENCE OF FOREIGN 
WORKERS 


As I've said, our tractor plant is ten kilometres from the city of 
Kharkov—ten kilometres south. Kharkov, as everyone knows, is 
the capital of the Soviet Ukraine, and is also famous for ils 
superb Palace of State Industry, the biggest building in the Soviet 
Union. 

On July 29, 1932. the first All-Ukrainian Conference of Foreign 
Workers was held in Kharkov. Thousands of foreign workers 
and specialists are working in the many huge construction plants 
and mines of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic, at Dnieprostroy, 
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Kramatorsk, in the mines of the Donets Basin, etc. All these 
foreign workers came from a world of entirely different relations, 
habits and traditions. Considerable mass activity had to be under- 
taken among them to help them adapt themselves to the new 
socialist conditions of work and life. 

Before this conference it was; proven that where such mass 
activity was carried out properly the foreign workers and special- 
ists adapted themselves to their new conditions, actively partici- 
pated in socialist construction, and close technical, cultural and 
political relations were established between them and the Soviet 
workers and specialists. The conference was called to cement 
these relations. Delegates were elected by the foreign workers 
and specialists all over the Ukraine. Our plant sent eight dele- 
gates, represenling the various groups of foreign workers and 
specialists. The women sent six delegates. 

Our tractor plant was able to put before the conference the 
experiences of ten months which included certain great achieve- 
ments. Our delegates reported that on the whole the foreign 
workers and specialists of the K.T.P. were correctly utilized, that 
most of them participated in socialist construction and gave the 


FIRST TRACTOR coming off conveyor—October 1, 1931 


TWENTY-FIVE THOUSANDTH TRACTOR coming 
off the conveyor—May 1, 1933 


result of their experience to the Soviet workers, that most of 
them took part in the production conferences, submitting sug- 
gestions and inventions and (hat 80 per cent took part in socialist 
compelition. Many vital things were taken up at the conference 
and an effort was made to solve the shortcomings. 

The seventy delegates who participated in the discussion did 
not come lo the conference to hand out praise or to content 
themselves with parading their successes. They got down to busi- 
ness and gave some healthy criticism, altacking the bureaucrats 
and exposing the many deficiencies in their particular plants and 
their cultural life in general. They told how in some instances the 
trade unions had paid insufficient attention to the foreigners and 
regarded them as “strangers” and “visitors.” This was particu- 
larly the case in Kiev, Odessa and Dniepropetrovsk. The work 
among the wives of the foreign workers and specialists was con- 
sidered altogether unsatisfactory, in that these were being drawn 
very slowly into the general political and cultural life. 

Summing up, the conference noted a considerable increase in 
the number of foreigners who participated in the political and 
social life of our country, this expressing itself in their flow into 
the Party (164 men at 18 enterprises), their 100 per cent subscrip- 
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Qur Socialist Program for July — 2,000 Tractors! 
This program must be fulfilled. 

The conveyor should not stop a single moment. 
To Fight for 2,000 Tractors in July first as 

we fought for 100 a day in APRIL! 
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How scrap 


The German Tempo also contained many articles in the great 
34 fight to keep scrap down to a low level. 


GERMAN SECTION "RED FRONTERS" marching 
through the city 


MANY WORKERS' DELEGATIONS from foreign 
countries have visited our tractor plant. The above 
is a Czechoslovakian delegation 


COMRADE ELEANOR BENIKE, one of the many 
interprelers and translators provided by the foreign 
department 


BRIZ 


BRIZ (Bureau of Workers’ Inventions) was often one of the 
sore spots among foreigners. At least it seemed so. Our plant 
BRIZ has representatives in all the departments with a gencral of- 
fice in the main office building. All kinds of complaints were 
lodged against BRIZ for not carrying out suggestions or pigeon- 
holing them. “I want to remind BRIZ,” writes one of the foreign 
workers in the machine shop, “that I gave three propositions 
to improve the work months ago and nothing has been heard 
about them yet.” And from a specialist: “...after having pigeon- 
holed them for over eight months, BRIZ, having had one of its 
spasmodic upheavals in September of this year, brought to light 
all my old suggestions and three formerly accepted suggestions 
were rejected, but. since this rejection, my suggestion for 'Trans- 
porting Tractor Frames’ has been installed with only a few 
changes.” 

On April 8, 1933, BRIZ gave the following report on the 
suggestions handed in by the foreigners. 

119 foreigners made 561 suggestions; 111 accepted; 109 to be 
looked over and acted upon; 341 rejected; 59,556 rubles econ- 


36 omy. Premiums given—7,966 rubles. 


TRADE UNION ELECTIONS 


The trade union elections campaign at our plant got under 
way in December 1932, and continued until January 15. A special 
drive was organized among the foreigners to attract them into 
laking an aclive part. This started o[T by a preparatory meeting 
held in December in the big hall of the maim office. The meeting 
was attended by a large group. At this meeting, the chief of the 
organization department of the Plant Committee explained to 
the foreigners the political significance of the campaign, empha- 
sizing the importance of their aclive participalion. After the report 
and the questions which followed, the foreigners entered into 
a lively discussion, pointing out the tremendous difference be- 
tween the work of the Soviet trade unions and the trade unions 
in capitalist countries. The following proposilions were agreed to: 

1) To ask the Plant Commiltee to discuss with all shop com- 
millees concrete measures for drawing the foreign workers and 
specialists into all phases of the campaign. š 

2) To selecl the best foreign shock brigaders for clection to 
shop cominilices and also (о the new Plant Commiltee. 


HUNTER, specialist working in the heat treatment 
department 
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OUR FIRST TRACTOR 


After this meeting the campaign continued in the factory 
through the different departments, the tool, assembly, foundry, 
die and forge shops. 

Then on December 27, another large meeting was held at 
which Comrade Metrofanov, Chairman of the Foreign Bureau 
of the All-Ukrainian Council of Trade Unions, reported on the 
progress of the election campaign. All these speeches at this mect- 
ing were characterized by frank, Bolshevik criticism and self- 
criticism. 

This whole campaign was very important. It is the life blood 
of the whole Soviet system, of the workers’ government and was 
bound up with the question of working out the factory’s counter- 
plan for 1933. The agenda of the meeting included a report 
on the Kharkov Tractor Plant for 1933. It would perhaps be 
interesting to list a few of the questions asked after the report: 


Why do the control figures, in the third quarter, show a lower 
amount of produclion as compared with the second quarter? 

Why are there so many auxiliary workers in the plant? 

What has been the effect of staff reduction? 

Are the expenses of electricity included in the cost of the 
tractor? 

What is the Five-Year Plan of the Kharkov Tractor Plant? 


This preparatory work had the imporlant result of drawing 
the foreign workers for the first lime into active work in the Irade 
unions and the E.T.S. 

The year before there were only two forcign workers elecled 
to shop and plant committees (tool and foundry shop), while 
on the E.T.S. bureau there was not a single foreign specialist. 
Bul after the campaign mentioned above, eleven foreigners were 
elected lo shop committecs, one of them, Andrews, being elected 
chairman of the department commitlee of the machine repair 
shop. Four foreign workers were proposed for the new Plant 
Committee and three wore elected. Four foreign specialists were 
elected to the department shop bureau of the E.T.S. and five 
foreigners were proposed as candidates lo the Plant Bureau of 
the E.T.S. 


FOR BETTER QUALITY TRACTORS 


Now lhat we are successful in producing many tractors, over- 
fulfilling the plans. the question is—are they good tractors? Will 
they sland up under the strain that will be pul on them? Undoubt- 


FOR THE COLLECTIVES 
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40 machines which you are producing. 


THE PRESIDIUM of the All-Ukrainian Council of 
Trade Unions presenting the Red Banner to the 
foreign workers—for good. work done during their 
first year's stay in the Soviet Union 


edly, at this wriling, the Kharkov tractors are as good, if not 
better, than the tractors imporled some years ago from America. 
But complaints began to pour in that many of our tractors broke 
down too soon. Of course, this could be allributed to our inex- 
perienced peasant workers. However, Comrade Pelrovsky, Pre- 
sident of the Ukraine Soviet Republic, thought differently, as his 
letter to the director of our plant shows: 


“During my tour of the Dniepropetrovsk districl I saw the 
bad work of the complicated machines. Their low quality brings 
upon us a great many losses. It also has an enormous negative 
political meaning .... 

*You know that the great losses experienced during the grain 
harvest last year have resulted in the underfulfilment of the 
plan for the grain supply of the Ukraine, thus interfering wilh 
the supply to the individual groups of workers and employees. 
The class enemy uses these troubles for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the work of the collective farms. The unsatisfactory work 
of the machines is used as a trump card by the kulaks and 
sometimes results in a negative mood among the kolkhoz work- 
ers and other peasants towards the use of complicaled machines. 

“That is why you must carefully consider all these facts, giv- 
ing your utmost attention to {he improvement of the quality of the 
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For some time the whole attention was focused on producing 
all the parts in quanlily, quite forgetting the quality. The excuse 
given for this was the deficiency of parts. Of this the Party said: 


* This is an absolutely non-Bolshevik attitude toward the work 
Only by carrying on a ceaseless struggle for quality in parts will 
the leaders of production be fulfilling the tasks given them by the 
Party and government." 


DEMAND FULFILMENT OF SPARE PARTS PLAN 


On February 1, 1933, a lelegram was received from Comrades 
Stalin and Molotov, demanding in the name of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Party and the Council of People's Commissars that 


WALL NEWSPAPER put out by the Komsomol 
members of the foreign youth. 
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EXPLAINING THE NEW LOAN during dinner 
hour. Comrade Erenberg gives some information. 
(Taken in machine shop.) 


the plan of reserve parts be fulfilled. The telegram is so long. 
] give only part of it: 


“Herewith you are informed about the decision of the Central 
Committee and the Council of People’s Commissars. In all our 
decisions it was mentioned that the fulfilment in time of the pro- 
duction program of tractor reserve paris has a most important 
political meaning.... 

"Considering the program given you for production of tractor 
reserve parts as an uncondilional obligation and that the com- 
plete fulfilment of this program is at the present moment the most 
important task, the Central Committee and the Council of People's 
Commissars are warning you that the failure to fulfil this task 
on time will be considered as sabolage of the most important 
Party directive, which will enlail the drastic penalty according 
lo the Party and Soviel rule....” 


The telegram was signed by Comrades Stalin and Molotov. П 
was wrilten lo the direclor of our plant, Comrade Bruskin, for all 
the workers. including the foreigners, to carry out. 

The foreign workers in the tool room got busy righi away 
and discussed how best to increase the output of reserve or spare 
parts. They adopted the following motions: 


1) To concentrate all allention on the produclion of spare 


arls. . 
i 2) To work one rest day on spare parts and give the money 
lo the Red Army. А 

3) To work another rest day on spare parts and present 
the money to the Communist Party of Germany. 

4) To send repair brigades to the state and colleclive farms 
every rest day. To help concretely in the repair of all tractor 
and farm implements in preparation for the fourth Bolshevik 
spring sowing campaign. 

5) To challenge the workers in other shops lo socialist com- 
petition. 


The foreign workers and specialists of other departments were 
mobilized and they loo flung themselves into the campaign for 
increasing the spare parts. The decisions were not only on paper 
hut were actually carried out. On February 12, 1933, there was 
a general sturm (drive) in the Kharkov Traclor Plant for spare 
paris and all the foreign workers and specialists participated. On 
the following rest day, the first brigade of six foreign workers went 
to the slale farm and worked there the whole day repairing the 
farm equipment. This one was followed by other brigades. 


HARRY DANA with some of the American workers 
during noon hour, after giving a report on the 
World Congress Against War, held in Amsterdam, 
August 27-29, 1932 
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Our Plant Awarded Order Of Lenin. 


In the evening of Ocloher 2151 (апап government in thé world 
Comrade Kalinin, chairman of he! has honored vou, а state which 
Presidium al the Central Execu-jby the гле af development of its 

‘tive Commitee of the USSR, vi-!pioductive forces has surpassed 
siled cur plant aud presented the; all the vaptlalist countries. 1 con: 
Orders of Lenin to our plant and! gradulate yon, and rejoice with 
41 individuals Addressing a meet- you over your viclarics 
Ing of the workers im the large In honoring you our govern-|: 
„hali of the Mam ollice, Kalinini ment shows to the world bowjy. 
m the workers i highly it appreciates your industry. | v 
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ace the builders of socialism келшыше кош үс aten a 
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CULTURAL LIFE OF THE FOREIGNERS 


Now that much has been written about the work of the for- 
eigners in the factory—what about their social and cultural life 
in their off time? Do the foreigners keep step with the Soviel 
workers in the political field? 


I will answer the last question first by saying—no. The for- 
eigners can and dd pass on to the Soviel workers whatever tech- 
nical knowledge they have gained in the capitalist world, but when 
it comes to political problems the average Soviet worker is far 
ahead of the foreigners who have much to learn in this respect. 
Of the three foreign groups here the Americans are the mosl back- 
ward polilically and the Czechoslovakian group are the most 
advanced. Both the German and the Czechoslovakian workers 
and ѕресіа11515 are quick to organize in any movement while the 


Americans are more individualistic. One of the Americans who 
had a particular love for machines and for whose exceptional 
work in the factory the Russians had the highest respect 
said to me once when I urged him to come to a political class: 

*Beal, I don't give a damn about politics. All I want is a 
job working around machines and three square meals a day .... 
Sure we'll have a revolution in America some day but we won't 
have so many meetings.... The Russians have the right dope 
and they'll show us all something in the States some day." 

This was the line of reasoning of a typical American who had 
been given awards both at Stalingrad and at our plant for his 
good work in the factory, who took classes after working hours, 
teaching the Russians all about motors, who worked late hours 
solving the intricate problems of his shopl... 

However the altendance at the political classes, held five times 
a month in the Red Corner, was very good during the winter 
months, with almost a hundred foreigners attending from the 
three groups. The youlh had special organized classes of their 
own. At the polilical classes the foreigners obtained a better 
underslanding of the “Two worlds—Two systems," though the 
concrele economic part of it most of them already understood 
pretty well, having had personal experience in the capitalist 


PROGRAM FOR CELEBRATING THE FIFTEENTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 


October  17—Lecture and dance at Engineer's Club. Busses leave 


7P.M. 
" 21—Drilling of the RED FRONT at barrack 25, 6 P. M. 
p 23—Leclure and Concert at Engineer's Club. Busses leave 
at 7 P. M. 


5 26—Drilling of the Red Front, same place. 

" 27—General meeting of all the Americans at the Red 
Corner, 7 P. M. 

i 30—Children's celebration at the Engineer's Club, 12 noon 


„ 30—Excursion to the Museum of Revolution, 11 A. M. 
November 1—Drilling of RED FRONT, at 6 P. M. barracks 25. 

” 4—same time and same place. 

ài 5—Celebration, Engineer's Club. Busses leave 7 P. M. 

» 6—Grand plenary session of all the workers organizations 
will be held in the city. Walch for further announce- 
ments. 

i 7—Parade and demonstration in the morning. Grand open- 

ing of our new Red Corner in the evening, 7 P. M. 

» 8—Theatre excursion. Watch for announcements. 
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CUM 


NOVEMBER CALENDER OF EVENTS 
November 1—Red Front drill, 6 P. M. barracks 95. Russian lesson, 
7:30 P. M. 
» 2—1:гее. 
ss 3—Women's night al Enginecr's Club. — Russian lessen, 
| 7:30 P, M. 
x. 4—Red Front drill barracks 25, at 6 P. M. — Polilical class 
if 7:30 P. M. 
| | 3; $—Celébration Engineer's Club, Busses leave Post Office 
i 7 P. M. 
t ! Р 6—Grand Plenary Session of all Workers’ Organisation | 
of Kharkov. 
| i x 7—Parade and Demonstration А. M. — Grand Opening 
= Red Corner 7 P. M. | 
М 1 E 8—Theatre Excursion. | 
! B Russian lesson, 7:30 P. M. | 
| 10—Political class, 7 P. M. 
| Ы 11—Theatre Excursion. 
* 12—Excursion. 
á 13—Russian lesson, 7:30 P. M. 
" 14—Women's meeting—Red Corner. 
| Ee 15—Political class, 7 P. M. | 
A 16—Russian lesson, 7:30 P. M. 
Р 17—Lecture and Concert or Dance al Engineer's Club. ! 
| ә 18—Celebrating our One Year in the USSR Bruskin invited, 
| M 19—Russian lesson, 7:30 P. M. 
» 20—Political class, 7 P. M. 


Я 11—Theatre Excursion. 

| » 22—Russian lesson, 7:30 P. M. 

| ы 23—Lecture and Concert or Dance at Engineer's Club. 

| | P 24—Excursion. 

] » 25—Political class, 7 P. M. 

d 26—Russian lesson, 7:30. P. M. 

27—Red- Front drill. 

è 28—Russian lesson, 7:30 P. M. 

29—Political class, 7 P. M. | 
30—Children's Party, Engineer's Club. 


Note: Russian lessons and Political classes are held in the Red Corner, 
V—2, Entrance 6, room 84. Allend regularly and on time. 


countries they came from—being thrown out of work, elc. Here 
they learned about the Soviet system and the latest developments 
in world politics. 

In order to betler acquaini the forcigners with Soviet life, 
excursions to various factories, clubs, kolkhozes and to the Red 
Army, have been held regularly, sometimes two and three times 
a month. 

Then the foreigners underiook to learn Russian, 1 say under- 

46 took advisedly, because I doubt if any foreigner, especially 


an American, can really masler !he difficult Russian language 
without some years of training. However, they put in time on 
this, studying assiduously, and can make themselves understood. 
American workers are quite used to working side by side with 
"foreigners." 

Besides taking an active part in all the produclion plans, the 
foreigners were active in social work, all of them joining MOPR 
and laking part in the Red Front organizalion. In the spring 
of 1933, the foreigners decided to have a collective farm of their 
own behind the apartment houses. The plant donated fifty hec- 
lares of rich land for this purpose. When the spring Bolshevik 
campaign got under way, the foreigners borrowed a tractor from 
the factory administration and began the ploughing. Most of 
them became members of the farm. For easy handling and 
checking up of work and because the factory worked three shifts, 
the collective was divided into brigades with elected brigade lead- 
ers. Also the forcigners were permitted to have private lots of 
their own. At this writing the potatoes and corn are a foot high 
and already fresh lettuce has been cut, while onions, radishes, 
etc, are appearing on the tables of the forcigners. The Soviet 
workers also have a garden which they ‘cultivate. 


CULTURAL WORK AMONG THE FOREIGNERS is 
undertaken by the plant committee, of which Com- 
rade Stavitsky (lefl) is chairman...seen talking 
over the day's duties with Comrade Erenberg, 
plant commiltee instructor among the foreigners 
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Se — — ENT. omms 


The American and German Red Corner has a well slocked 
library of German and English books and periodicals which ars 
always being supplemented by fresh supplies from the Co-opera- 
tive Publishing Society of Foreign Workers in Moscow. The 
American and the English Daily Worker, Inprecorr, the Young 
Worker, the Labour Defender are received regularly and are at 
the disposal of the English speaking group. Many copies of the 
Deutsche Zentral Zeitung and the Moscow Daily News are received 
regularly. 

Besides the “outside” papers we have our own factory papers 
Tempo—printed in German, English, Ukrainian (daily) and 
Jewish. The three foreign Tempos come out three times a month. 
Here are some headings from our English Tempo. 
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Fight азе “Pare 
Bureaucracy More Attention Tol" 
Small Tools. 


Udarnik books have been issued to 156 foreign workers, 70 


48 have received premiums for outstanding work and 50 have been 
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FACTORY PAPERS: English and German factory 
papers—-TEMPO —issued three times a month and 
the Ukrainian TEMP issued every day 


given free passes to health геѕогіѕ. On the occasion of the first 
anniversary of Ше work of the foreign group in the Kharkov 
Tractor Plant, three udarnik certificates were given and premiums 
totalling 1,500 rubles were awarded to ten of the best shock 
workers. 

Foreigners here are proud of the fact that one of the first 
Americans working at our plant had the honour of receiving the 
Order of Lenin. His name is Leon Swajian, engineer and former 
chief of the construction department of our plant. The decision 
lo award the Order of Lenin to Swajian was made on May 23, 
1932, but he was officially presented with it on April 17 of this 
year at Moscow. Swajian is now working in Uralvagonstroy at 
Nizhni Tagil. Forly-one other workers and specialists of our 
plant. including Comrade Swistun, former director of the plant 
who is now head of the Tractor Trust, and Comrade Bruskin, 
the present director, have also received the Order. 

Most of the foreign workers and specialisis working in our 
plant lhave come over to the Soviet Union on contracts. But many 
came here as tourisls and remained to help socialist construction. 
It would not be true to say that all the foreigners have been satis- 


4 Fred E. Beal 


49 


олп 
(rox OU. 


RUSSIAN CLASS for foreigners in the Red Corner 


fied with the life in the Soviet Union. Most of them came with 
honest intentions but there were also a few who expected to ge! 
something for nothing. They were, of course, disappoinled and 
quickly returned.. But most of those who go back lell the truth 
of the situation here. 

A very interesting article was written by one of the American 
specialists, Sorensen by name, who worked al our plant and in 
Stalingrad. It appeared in the October, 1932, issue of the Bald- 
win Locomotive magazine. Following are extracts from the 
article: 


“There are few spots in this world of ours in which there is 
more going on of general interest than in the Soviet Union. Russia 
undoubtedly holds the prize as being the country most discussed 
ioday, due, perhaps, to the fact that so much has been wrilten 
about this vast experiment. and yet so little is actually known. 
I call it an experiment because they are doing things in Russia 
in a manner different from any that have ever been tried be- 
fore.... 

“Many mistakes have been made. but one redeeming feature 
of the Soviet regime is the fact that these mistakes have been 
acknowledged when discovered. and decisions have been reversed 
lo correct any faults in the original plans.... 

“The Kharkov Tractor Zavod was started one year later than 
Stalingrad for the production of the same tractor. It was my 
pleasure to spend five months at this plant and witness the pro- 


gress made there. The plant is one of the finest I have ever seen 
anywhere. The machinery, imporled from Germany and America, 
is of the newest and latest lypes. It is a real pleasure to walk 
through the shops and sce so much fine machinery, skilfully 
placed with a view to attaining high efficiency in production. 

“Judging from my experience, the treatment given the Amer- 
ican and other foreign specialists (as we were called) was the 
very best. The factory administration gave us the best they had. 
Of course, anyone who went there expecling lo live in a large 
hotel with oriental rugs on the floor, tiled and chromium trimmed 
bathrooms, and uniformed bell-hops waiting to relieve him of 
the burden of his five-pound bag, may have been disappointed, 
but most of the Americans with whom I came in contact went 
lo Russia prepared for the worst, and usually found things at 
least a little betler than they anlicipaled. This does not mean that 
they did not complain and grumble at the many little inconven- 
iences that were encountered, but on the way back lo America 
these troubles were forgotten; and I am sure that there is not 
one American who would sell his Russian experience for a seat 
in Congress. We all had enough to eal, even though there was 
no grapefruit for breakfast and though the steaks were perhaps 
lough and stringy.... 

“The production troubles were many, but considering the dif- 
ficulties the shop is going well. One particular bad spot уаз the 
foundry. This is operating, but with an exorbilant amount of 


OUR LIBRARY—one of the German comrades ask- 
ing for some light reading matter. 
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PIONEERS were active 


scrap, due mostly to the lack of control over the pig iron analysis. 
A considerable part of the trouble in the machine shop is caused 
by castings being either too soft or excessively hard. In the forge 
shop a large number of steam hammer bases have broken. These 
bases were cast in a Russian steel foundry and were not properly 
annealed. Most of them now have been replaced and are no 
longer a source of worry. The machine work on the tractors 
compares in accuracy with similar machine work in the U.S.A. 
The, workmanship and finish on the tractors coming off the con- 
veyor line is good, and they should last as long as American built 
tractors, provided they receive reasonable care in the field... 


“Much has been done towards the induslrialization of this 
vast country, and there is much more to be done. Rapid strides 
are being made in the technical education and only time will 
develop their natural abilities." 

Sorensen's letter was quoted at length іо show what the for- 
eigner thinks when he returns to the country from which he came. 
He (Sorensen) is not à Communist and before he came to the 
Soviet Union heard little in favour of socialism. I have other 
letters on hand from workers who have been here and who are 
now militanlly fighting in their respective countries for the So- 

59 viet system. 


Comrade Yakovlev, Commissar of Agriculture, speaking before 
the Sixteenth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 


Union, held in 1930, said: 


“In the United Stales the tractor is the monopoly of the well- 
to-do farmer; here it is the monopoly of the state and the collec- 
tive farms representing the union of the small peasants. 

“The rich farmer works some 100 or 200 hectares of land; 
our collective farms work a thousand hectares, and our state 
farms tens of thousands. 

“In the United States the overwhelming majorily of the farm- 
ers cannot have tractors. They are beyond the reach of at least 
four-fifths. Jn our country, the tractor can be obtained by the 
overwhelming majority of the peasants, who have joined the col- 
lective farms: il is out of reach of the kulak only. 

“There, the traclors are scaltered; well-to-do farmers have 
one apicce. In our country, tractors are concentrated, dozens of 
them in one machine and tractor station, on one state farm. 

"In other words, in that country the capitalists rule, in our 
country, the working class. . 

"That is why our speed in the development of large-scale 
farming has no precedents in the hislory of mankind. It has 
literally never before been seen in the world. We wish to change 


THE OLD GRASS AND STRAW HAD TO BE RE- 
MOVED and the children enjoyed helping in this 
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*"STURM"—this picture shows the Czechoslovakian 
women harvesling the wheat 


and within the next few years we shall change fully. the technical 
basis of agricullure in the U.S.S.R.” 

Comrade Yakovlev clearly shows us workers of the Kharkov 
Tractor Plant the urgent need to produce more and more trac- 
tors. We foreigners, along with the Soviet workers. feel thal in 
producing these iractors we are doing somelhing for ourselves 
and for mankind in general we are not producing somelhing 
for some greedy individual. 

Before my eyes, as I sit finishing this slory, passes the long 
train of tractors, on flat cars, going towards Kharkov. The whistle 
is blowing now as the engine passes over the crossing. It is an 
everyday sight lo us, but many of our workers are watching. 
perhaps counling them .... two.... four.... eighl.... fen.... 
ninely-six in all. But, of course, it isn’t all (we put out the twenty- 
five thousandth on May First this year); there are streams of them 
coming off our conveyor, and there will be hundreds of thousands 
more for our socialist farms. 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE SOVIET UNION FROM 
FOREIGN WORKERS AND SPECIALISTS WHO 
ARE HELPING TO CONSTRUCT SOCIALISM 


Since November 1931, I have worked in the Machine 
Design Department of K.T.P. Our work is indeed pleas- 
ant and interesling and our surroundings comforl- 
able. Without exception. the comrades in the office are 
fine boys, always ready to assist us, particularly with 
the language difficulties. 1 find them bright, intelligent 
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TWO ACTIVISTS: Comrades Small (left) ала 
Wolynec—always on the job—gathering in the 
slieaves 


and willing young men. They are well trained in 
theory, and with a few years of practical experience 
will develop into finely trained men. 

Our арагітепіѕ are clean and comfortable with all 
modern equipment and conveniences. We have ample 
sport and entertainment arrangemenls. 

Curiosity brought me here. I was anxious lo see 
the building of an ideal, which is the hope of every 
real worker. The past year and a half has been a 
very happy experience for me. I sincerely hope to be 
able io spend several more years here among our 
Soviet comrades. 

George Harrison 


Many years ago I read that wonderful book by 
Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, and il made a 
great and lasting impression on me. When the Soviet 
Union inaugurated the Five-Year Plan and started in 
real earnest to build that slate of society so ably 
described by Bellamy, I became greatly interested and 
read all I could get on the subject. I subscribed to the 
Moscow News, U.S.S.R. in Construction, and olher 
publications. 1 read the well-informed articles of 


Walter Duranty in the New York Times and the books 
by American authors who had visited the Soviet Union. 

Finally, I decided to come to the U.S.S.R. to see and 
lake part in this great work. I landed in Leningrad 
in October, 1931. I found a great contrast to the life 
in the U.S.A. There was no unemployment here, but 
ralher'a scene of bustling activity. On the other hand, 
the people were poorly dressed, the stores shabby and 
the food rationed, visible results of the fact that ali the 
great new construction was being financed entirely out 
of their own internal resources, and that for the Lime 
being all luxuries were being renounced. 

Arriving at the Kharkov Tractor Plant, I was amazed 
and pleased by the immensity and fine equipment of 


.this new giant, one of hundreds of others scattered 


throughout the Soviet Union. At that time the organ- 
izalion was very poor. Idle groups stood around the 
machines in the shops. The vast majority had mo 
experience whatsoever. The main office was like an 
American city hall with groups of idlers standing 
around the corridors. What a difference now, in 
June 1933! The administration is much more business- 
like, the idle groups (have disappeared and we are 
now reaching our designed capacity of 144 tractors 
a day. 


GOING HOME after the day's work 


ER быу, Ал ліси 


BATTER UP! Specialist Stewart up at the bat. He's 
a heavy hitter! He catches all the balls on the re- 
bound from his chest 


The future of the U.S.S.R. appears bright. The 
government is now giving serious attention to Ше most 
fundamental problem of all—agriculture and the in- 
crease of food supplies. The solution of this problem 
will do more real good and give greater results than 
anything else I can think of. But let us not forgel the 
designing and building of our new machinery. For a 
rising industrial nation {this is also of tremendous 
importance. 

William C. Anderson 


І have been in the Soviel Union for over three years 
and am practically the only one Jeft of that first group 
of American engineers and specialisls who wenl to 
Slalingrad to teach the Soviel workers how to make 
traclors. 

During my work in the United States І came in con- 
tact wilh representatives of a large construction com- 
pany who had men working in Russia. Through con- 
versation with them and information I gathered from 
reading arlicles in Ihe daily papers and leading journals 
regarding the new industries being built in the U.S.S.R., 
I became very inleresled in what was going on there 


and got imbued with the idea of going there for a 
усаг. Eventually I made contact with Soviet govern- 
nient representalives, was inlerviewed, accepled and 
sailed for the U.S.S.R. on April 11, 1930. 

My first real contact with the new Sovict citizen 
was on the Soviet steamer by which I travelled from 
London to Leningrad. I was amazed at the familiarity 
between the captain and his crew, but it was all ex- 
plained 10 me by the assistant engineer who could 
speak English. 

I took part with the rest of our group in the May 
Day celebration at Leningrad and from there we trav- 
elled by train and boat to Stalingrad} arriving on 
May 8, 1930. 

Then began an experience such as I had never had 
before. I was hired as masler mechanic of the foundry 
and being from a highly organized country like Amer- 
ica, I was hardly able to undersland the confusion and 
disorganization that surrounded me. I was furnished 
with young engineers with much theoretical knowledge 
and no practical; old engineers with ideas and practices 
obsolete in America twenty-five years ago; barefooted 
tribesmen for millwrighls, slill clad in their native cos- 
tumes, none of whom had ever seen modern equipment 


JOHNNY ready to lake a cul at the ball 


—. 
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CALLING IT A DAY 


and myself having to depend upon interpreters. IL was 
a problem such as I had never faced. 

As the months passed by, in spite of the ignorance, 
obstinacy and bureaucracy that existed, I was able to 
see that I had taught something to the workers. I saw 
the equipment wearing out and knew from experience 
what another year would bring. I tried to install a sys- 
tem for spare parts, with little success. Being intensely 
interested in the success of the industry, I signed for 
the second year when my first year ended. 

In June 1931, I was transferred to the Kharkov 
Tractor Plant and іо my surprise was met by an alto- 
gether different atmosphere. Here the confusion and 
disorganization was missing. Many Kharkov workers 
had been in training at Stalingrad and had profiled by 
the mistakes made there. 

I again started talking spare paris for equipment 
and here my idea was accepted. I was given the super- 
vision of preparing 3,000 spare part blue prints for the 
foundry. At present the same system is being used 
in each department and also in all the large plants of 
the U.S.S.R. I have direct contact wilh the workers, 
have given them the benefit of my knowledge and 
experience. 

The future is in the hands of the workers. They 
have accomplished much but still have much to do. 


If they continue with the same spirit that has charac- 
terized their efforts in the past, nothing but success 
lies ahead of them. I look back with amazement at 
the amount of work that has been accomplished in the 
last three years and J am glad I have had a hand in 
this wonderful development. 


S. N. Baldwin 


I was born in 1891 in Austria. Finished high school 
and College of Foreign Trades (Export Academy) in 
Vienna. When the World War broke out I had to en- 
list. After military drill I was sent to the front, first 
the Rumanian front and then the most horrible Italian 
front. Twice wounded and recovered I returned again 
to the trenches and barbed wire. Altogether I had 
thirty-two months of battlefield service. 

The war was over. No more patriotic, chauvinistic 
articles and speeches glorifying war. The only result 
for those who were left and were not crippled was the 
desperate plight of unemployment. 


SOCCER: The foreign youth have a well organized 
soccer team. From left to righl, standing—Petriga, 
Wolynec, Tripole, Birkenbanl, Gedritis, Kurtz, 
Swartz, Rossling. Sitting—Adomaitis, Tony Adom- 
aitis and Steigerwald 
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TONY ADVISES FRANK to move the bishop, but 
the latter turns а deaf саг. Bill is taking advant- 
age of the confusion 


The intrigues of the international imperialists shown 
afler the peace treaties, the severe econome crisis in 
all the European countries, the hard struggle of the 
people who suffered most on the battlefields and back 
home, cured me entirely of my patriotism. I now con- 
demn all armed conflicts between nations, instigated 
by crooked diplomats in the interests of their bosses. 

I found temporary employment with a steamship 
company in Danzig (Free State). London. England. 
was my next slep. After that I joined my brother in 
the United States. where I entered the Delroit Institute 
of Technology from which I graduated as Bachelor of 
Science in chemical engineering. 

I started as a mechanic, then as an inspeclor of 
automobiles with the Willys Overland Molor Co. My 
next employment was in the foundry of the Packard 
Motor Car Company as assistant lo the foundry metal- 
lurgist. 1 also worked in the Cadillac Motor Com- 
pany’s metallurgical department. later with the com- 
mission of the Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant in Detroit. 
After three months I was called back to the Hudson 
Company. 

Evenings I was steadily employed on the leaching 
staff of the Detroit Institute of Technology. 


During the Јаѕі few years I became more and more 
inlerested in the industrial developments in the U.S.S.R. 
Working for the Chelyabinsk Tractor Plant I had to 
study Ше language, which I have easily acquired. Here 
I first came in touch wilh Russian engineers and 
learned much about the historical factors which shaped 
the course of events of the October Revolution and the 
gigantic industrializalion plan of the First Pyatiletka 
Of course, I knew plenty about it before, having slud- 
ied the development in the U.S.S.R., but still a spoken 
word was more convincing. 

I am not a member of the Communist Party. Those 
fellows taughl me to respect and sympathize with the 
Russian revolution. 

Encouraged by many sympathizers I decided to con- 
tribule my knowledge more effectively to the success 
of the Soviet republic. I made an agreement with a 
representative of the Kharkov Tractor Plant in New 
York, quit my position and left for the “new world” 
Oclober 2, 1931. 

Forly-lwo families on ihe boat had the same 
destination. Most of the crowd went with the hope 
of finding better conditions and were unprepared for 
the many tasks awailing them. We came here for the 


A NUMBER OF CHESS TOURNAMENTS have been 
played in the Red Corner. Comrade Ott proved tc 
be the best player 
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WHEN THE PROCESSION HALTED—a dance in the streets. 


purpose of helping to build and we had to bear this 
in mind constantly. It was hard, of course, to get used 
to all the inconveniences we met here but we should 
have been prepared for them before leaving the United 
States. 

I admire the Russian worker and I do nol spare any 
effort or time to help his struggles for the great cause. 
The only thing that concerns me is to see the results 
of socialist construction, to see the toiling masses of 
the Soviet Union who created this world live in betler 
conditions and enjoy the success of their efforts on the 
industrial and agricultural front. 

I love my work and I am all heart in it. Nothing is 
too hard for me if it can bring improvement. The 
workers trust me, еу trust my work and I am proud 
of it. I was elecled "Techprop" (technical propagand- 
ist) for the foundry and now I have the honour to be 
an aclive member of the Presidium of the Factory 
“LT.R.” I pledge myself to give my experience, my 
energy and goodwill to benefit the Soviet worker, to 
stand by him in his struggle, and to carry on with 
all my sincerity. 


Gustave Wohlfeld 


In the short period of time that the shop has been 
in operation it has been successful. I frankly admit 
that for a lime the task looked hopeless. But the results 
speak for themselves. At the outset the percentage 
of defective castings was as high as 60 per cent. At 
the present, with the plant producing parts for 141 
tractors a day, the total defects are only 18 per cent 
and are steadily decreasing. 

І personally expect that by the end of 1933 the 
Kharkov Tractor Plant will rank with the best they 
have in America. This, in my opinion, is largely due 
to the energy, persistence and attitude of che Russian 
Bolsheviks. 

To me it has been a large measure of satisfaction to 
have played a small part in this great industrial ad- 
venture Uhat is taking place here in the U.S.S.R., to 
have helped in the short period of my two years here 
to organize a modern American foundry using Russian 
peasants who, up to as late as 1930, never saw a foun- 
dry or, in facl, any other workshop. Bearing this in 
mind, it is astonishing lo see the results that have been 
attained. The planned building of the classless social- 
ist sociely can and will be done here where workers 
from all countries can work together for the common 
good. 

T. G. Stewart 


A BEVY OF KOMSOMOLS 


5 Fred E. Beal 
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AMERICAN PIONEER DELEGATION in Moscow, 
1929—first on the left is: Marion Semchyshen, 
working now at our tractor factory. Directly behind 
is the Gastonia youth, Elmer. McDonald 


I came from Canada to the U.S.S.R., April 27, 1932, 
as a tourist. On May 1, last year, I was already in 
Kharkov and had a chance to see the workers demon- 
strating their victories in building a new system, a 
socialist system, while in every other country the old 
capitalist system is decaying. The grealness of that 
parade, the enthusiasm of the masses of workers in 
the capital of the Ukraine confirmed my conviction that 
only along the lines indicated by the Communist Party 
can the human race be further developed. Looking at 
that parade over a year ago, I decided not to be just 
an onlooker but 1o enter the ranks of those who were 
demonstrating and marching to further victories. 

In a few days I began work in the Kharkov Tractor 
Plant as a shaper hand in the tool room. 

This year I took part in the May Day demonstralion, 
having behind me one year of actual work in the plant 
without one day progul, that is, without one day's 
absence or being one minute late. But I have tried 
and done more than that. Starting as a shaper hand I 
am now senior fixture and jigs designer in the same 
tool room. I would like to mention here how that came 


' about because some foreigners complain that they have 
difficulty in making progress. 

When I was sufficiently acquainled with the meth- 
ods of production and got used lo the melric system 
of measure, after two and a half months, I asked the 
administralion to give me some other job more fitting 
to my lechnical experience as tool and die maker and 
my technical education, along the lines of mechanical 
engineering. At first there was some difficulty because 
there was no other experienced man on hand to replace 
me at the machine. But such difficulties can be 
overcome. À few days laler I was transferred to the 
“tech-buro” as a draughtsman, then raised to junior 
designer, then senior designer. During lhe absence of 
our chief designer and manager, I took his place in 
technical work for two months. My wages were in- 
creased too, from 175 rubles to 300 rubles a month. 
All that happened without my asking for it. Very 
simple. Every job given to me was well done on time, 
and with some improvement compared with the 
project. I did my very best with the complicated prob- 
lems that were assigned to me for design and tried 
my utmost to help solve difficult problems. We have 
solved such problems as the production of Murchey 
and Pitller dies, Gleason cutters, circular saw seg- 


FOREIGN PIONEERS entertain the main office, 
Dec 6, 1932 


DAE SET му t sas 
Ü DBA’ cro 
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PETE WOLYNEC—our 
best runner—sent to 
Moscow to compele— 
and won some of the 
races 


ments. Now they are bearing the sign—K.T.Z. I also 
helped the other designers working with me to devel- 
op their technical knowledge. 

All my spare time I give to raising my level in polit- 


. ical questions. For that purpose 1 went to school 


“Komvuz”* after work in the shop and practically fin- 
ished the two-year course. 

Last month, besides my usual job, I was addition- 
ally assigned to some details of the first K.T.Z. Diesel 
motor and fulfilled my duty. Does all this pay for the 
difficulties that happen on the road to the new life? 


* Communist University 


І think it does. And I really see that there are no 
hindrances that cannot be overcome, Why? Because 
I am working for all and all are working for me and 
all of us together with confidence in each other, with 
confidence in the fulure of a new socialist classless : 
society, all of us fulfilling our duty as the vanguard 
of the world prolctariat which strives towards the 
world proletarian revolution. 
Knysh 


I have been a Party member since 1919. Came over 
to the Soviet Union as a tourist. Seeing that they were 
in need of experienced auto-mechanics I stayed on to 
give them: the benefit of my experience. First ] made a 
ten days’ tour in Leningrad and Moscow. Having ar- 
rived in Leningrad November 4, 1930, I took part in 
the October celebrations lheld there November 6 and 7. 

In Moscow I applied at VATO (All-Union Auto- 
Tractor Union) for work and they sent me to Stalin- 
grad. This was in November. I was put on as motor 
assembly instruclor. Stalingrad had been running 
about five months and things were not yet going 
smooth. There were over three hundred Americans 


AMERICAN SPECIALIST Anderson comes out to 
ihe field almost every night 
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FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN—a success. The for. 
eigners fought along with their Soviet comrades 10 
exceed the program called for in the plan 


there. The majority of these came over on contract 
and were conscientious and capable workers. A small 
minority. most likely sent over to cause trouble, raised 
some disturbance but the best element among the 
Americans soon pul a stop to thal. 

] remained at Stalingrad nearly a year and was 
then transferred to the Kharkov Tractor Plant where 
I am now working as aulo-repair mechanic. I have 
my udarhik book and belong to all the organizations 
functioning in and out of the plant. I expect to stay 
here for life. 

L. Martins 


Y first visited the Soviet Union in the first American 
rank and file labour delegation in 1927. I had been a 
Socialist since 1900, converted by my experience in the 
9-hour day strike of that year in San Francisco. I was 
very active in the movement. A pattern maker by 
trade, in my home town I was blacklisted through 
the activities of spies, and the bosses succeeded in 
driving me out of my trade. Later ] became a car- 
penter—ship's joiner and carpenter. 

In 1928 I was a candidate for governor of Connec- 
licut and for this was expelled by the reactionary of- 
ficials of the Carpenter's Union, 1207, Stamford, Conn. 
That year I became state organizer for the Miners’ 
Relief. during the miners’ strike. In 1930 I came to the 


Soviet Union and have been here now for two and a 
half years. POG 

In my early years as a Socialist I did not think that 
within my life I would see even the beginnings of a 
socialist world. But here it is where I hope to spend the 
rest of my days. 

At present I am working in the pattern shop of the 
Kharkov Tractor Plant. Many people believe that 
Russia has already entered the fully developed Com- 
munist state. Such people coming here will be disap- 
pointed. The workers here are now doing pioneer 
work, like the carly settlers of America. Construction 
is now in progress and the man who comes here with 
any high falutin ideas of an easy living with little work 
had better stay home. The Soviet workers themselves 
tell you things are not perfect here yet. But they are 
doing their best'to make them so. 

In our plant we have 18,000 workers. A worker can 
have free education, anything from an engineer lo a 
doctor, the first year working six hours a day instead 
of seven, Ihe second and succeeding years not working 
in the factory at all but receiving full monthly pay 
while he continues his studies. 

We foreigners do our best to help build socialism 
in the Soviet Union, we have as far as possible intro- 


"RED FRONT” of the K.T.P.-at a conference of 
all the foreigners of the Ukraine, July 29, 1932 
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THE MAY FIRST DEMONSTRATION 


duced new standards and efficiency methods. Some 
of us have been awarded the Order of Lenin or the 
Red Banner, others have received lump sums of money. ~ 

The Kharkov Tractor Plant has now produced’ over 
25,000 tractors. These are replacing the horses on the 
farms. 

This combined industry of foreigners and Soviet 
workers is making this country the greatest the world 
has ever seen. 


William Mackenzie 


I came to the Soviet Union with the intention of 
helping in whatever way I could to build the new 
sociely. 

March 8—International Women's Day—is one day 
I will never forget. The Soviet women have really 
shown the women all over the world how they should 
be organized. Іп America we always left the political 
questions to our husbands. But here we understand 
that what concerns our husbands, concerns us, and 
only in this way can we win freedom for the working 
class the world over. 

Women workers in America are exploited more than 
the men. Here in the Soviet Union both sexes are 


treated as equals. Intense campaigns for the promotion 
of women [o higher positions, in the factory, in the 
government, in the trade unions and co-operatives, are 
an everyday event. New co-operative houses, nurseries 
and communal kitchens, which will leave women free 
lo participate in social life, are being opened every- 
where. 

All the Soviet institutions place great emphasis on 
the advancement of the political level of the women. 
Russian women were among the most backward in 
the world under the tsarist regime. 

Our great revolulionary leader, Comrade Lenin, 
said: "Every cook must learn how to administer the 
government,” Now the Soviet women have not only 
learned how to keep the wheels of industry and 
government going but have actually joined with the 
men in preparalion for aclive defence against capitalist 
intervention. 

At first it was hard for us American women to break 
with old American customs, but now we are learning 
from the emancipated Soviet women how to be really 
free. 


Frances Small 


RED FRONTERS—Most of the foreigners belong 
to the Red Front. Below is the American section, 
Komsomols in first line 
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HEADQUARTERS of the Ukrainian Central Execu- 
tive Committee 


At the Kharkov Tractor Plant for the first six 
months, from about January to June 1932, the Amer- 
ican young workers did not know each other very well. 
Then a sports club was organized {о combine Amer- 
icans and Germans. We had our own foreign soccer 
leam during the summer months which played with 
the other teams of the factory. Also during the sum- 
mer there were a lot of tests passed for the G.T.O. 
badges. 

Upon arriving at the plant most of the youth went 
into the shops to work and help in the building of the 
plant. Many went into the trade schoo] and were 
drawn into the ranks of the Russian youth, working 
together for one cause. 

In the autumn of that year, many graduated from 
the trade school and went into Uhe shop as skilled 
workers. About that lime a MOPR branch and a polit- 
ical class was organized. At first the political class 
was going fine but in the winter it drifted apart be- 
cause there was a Jack of interest on the part of some 
of the comrades. We also had a dramalic club. It 
could not exist because of the shortage of Americans 
in the colony and there was no co-operation on the 
part of the factory committee. But through all this 


lime our sporis club was very active. Swimming was 
arranged, a gym. class in the gym. of the school, skis, 
etc., were golten for all the members. When the Red 
Front was organized the youth was the first to join 
and parlicipated actively. Finally, a Y.C.L. branch of 
the foreign youth was organized with a 100 per cent 
enrolment of the Americans. 

As we see, the young workers that came from Amer- 
ica did all that was possible to help in the political and 
cultural development of our colony. They did not lose 
any of their pep. The youth supported all campaigns 
and performed the duties that were laid upon them 
in the colony as well as in the shop. The stay here 
of some comrades has put a big nick in their lives and 
will be remembered forever. 

We must hand it to the young workers and admit 
that they are the builders, the fire and the motor in 
the construction of the classless society. 


Marion Semchyshen 


After a long period of unemployment, an oppor- 
tunity of again working presented itself to me. Accord- 
ing to agreement, J came to the Soviet Union. Since 
October 1931, I have been employed as a skilled work- 


HOSPITAL used by Tractor Plant workers 
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DINING ROOM on left and new apartment houses 


er at the Kharkov Tractor Works. I am a member 
of the Communist Party of Germany and a candidate 
for the C.P.S.U. I take part in social work and being 
an athlete of long standing, I have especially occupied 
myself with sport work. Knowledge of the Russian 
language, which I quickly learned, made it possible for 
me to work well with the Russian comrades. In spile 
of the many difficulties with which we were faced at 
first, such as lack of sport clothing, apparatus and a 
sport field, and despite lack of organization, I suc- 
ceeded in organizing a group of foreign athletes in a 
short time. In the summer of 1932, twenty-four for- 
eigners actively participated in the factory Sparlakiade, 
showing quile good results. At the Ratap Spartakiade 
in Moscow, in which four foreigners also took part, one 
of our comrades gained first place in the high jump. 

Winter sports, especially skiing, attracted all ath- 
letes. Comrades who had never before seen а ski in 
their lives had the opportunity of learning this fine 
sport here. Several relay races on skis were held with 
Russian athletes and Red Army men. Seven foreign 
athletes have passed the G.T.O. (Prepared for Labour 
and Defence) * tests and have received the G.T.O. pro- 


* A 1051 requiring proficiency in al! principal sports, including marks- 
manship. Ed. 


ficiency badge. The remaining comrades still have to 

pass a few tests. They have pledged that they will 

complete the remainder during the course of the sum- 

mer, in order to be able lo wear the sport badge this 
year. 

К. Pietruga, 
Chairman of the Group 
of Foreign Athletes 


I'worked m Vienna, Austria, in 1907 and there joined 
the Social-Democratic Party, of which, however, I 
was merely a paying member, without any political 
knowledge. Then for three years, I worked in Germany 
in the building up of industry. In 1910, I went to 
Belgium to work as a fitter in the Kokeril Works at 
Seraing near Lüttich. As a Social-Democrat I took part 
in the working class movement, became acquainted 
with Emile Vandervelde and Louis de Brouckére, and 
was, so to speak, proud of being able to have personal 
discussions and debates with them—this till the World 
War of 1914. Until that time I knew nothing of Bol- 
shevism. My eyes were opened by the great betrayal 
on the part of the Social-Democratic leaders in 1914, 
by the murder of Jaurés in Paris and of Karl Lieb- 


THE DINING ROOM—foreigners have the use of 
a large modern dining room 
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THESE AMERICAN AND ENGLISH TEACHERS 
visiting our plant want to know how the foreign 
kids like school in the Soviel Union 
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knecht in Berlin. 1 then began to study the history 
of Social-Democracy, and for the first time learned 
something about the Bolsheviks and their work in 
Russia. I received more exact information from a Bol- 
shevik with whom I was inlerned six months at 
Merxplaz near Antwerp, Belgium, in 1919. AL that 
time, Vandervelde was Minister of Justice. Since then 
I have been a Communist, but al first without belong- 
ing to any Communist Party. In 1919, I went to 
Rombach near Metz, in Alsace-Loraine, France, where 
I worked as ‘first fitter on a steel construction job. 
There 1 joined the Communist Parly and took an 
active part in the movement. In 1924, I was deported 
from France with my family for communist propa- 
ganda, I returned lo my nalive land, Czechoslovakia, 
where from 1930 on I worked in a machine-gun fac- 
tory in Prague. My greatest wish was lo see and help 
in real socialist construclion, and this I have oblained. 
І rejoice in this and know how to value it, for my 


family and I have gone through a great deal in the 
capitalist paradise. 

There are three of us—my wife, my 22 year old 
son and I, AM three of us work in a factory and we 
hope to live long enough to experience the joy of liv- 
ing in the classless communist society; for we believe 
in it firmly, do our share to help and will defend it 
with our last breath. On coming to the Soviet Union 
we did not expect what we actually found. We never 
thought it possible that such industrial buildings, fac- 
Lories, schools, theatres, places of culture, and so forth, 
wouid be found here. 


This is a miracle to everyone who understands the 
cost of such industrial and cultural construction in so 
short a time, without foreign help, with all the dif- 
ficulties and sabolage that still exist and must be 
overcome. 

My family and I declare that under no conditions 
could we again live under capitalism. 

Fredlicher 


I came to the Soviet Union because as technician 
and engineer I was keenly interested in the construc- 
Поп of giganlic works. Through the Moscow News, 
which can be boughl at many newspaper stands in 
Vienna, 1 had already become acquainted with the 
progress and construction of industry in the Soviet 
Union. In spite of this I was exceedingly surprised 
when I came to know the tractor works at Kharkov. 

In the course of my profession I became acquainted 
with all the larger works in Europe and America, but 
I have seldom seen plants in which only the most 
modern machine tools and apparatus are used. 

It is obvious that in working with such equipment 
the best quality of work can and must be achieved. 

I knew Russia in the period before the war and was 
in the Moscow and St. Petersburg factories repealedly. 
I was oflen employed for weeks at a time at the 
Putilov Works because I sold automatic spindless for 
the National Acme Mfg. Co. of Cleveland U.S.A. there, 
as in all other large European works. The difference 
between then and now strikes me particularly in that 
today after 20 years, fervour and joy in work reigns 
not only in the workshops but also in the offices. 
Work is done more productively and wilh much 
greater interest than formerly; this is where 'the great 
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strength of communism lies. The goal will be easily 
reached. 

As an example I shall refer to a rising young en- 
gineer lo whom I am just explaining something at the 
drawing board. Comrade Kiktenko has been working 
in the technical bureau for about a year; he is filled 
with the greatest interest in his profession, grasps 
things remarkably well, and is endowed with the 
greatest conscientiousness in his work. His is not an 
isolated case. Any one of the young people could be 
laken as an example of the new technical generation, 
and I am firmly convinced that with such engineers 


great achievements wil! be made. 
Watzl 


LIE ee 


32 


COMRADE DANECKI, Amer- 
ican, at work in the tool room 


tion to the loan, their active participation in social organizations 
such as MOPR (LL.D.), Osoaviakhim (Society for Promotion of 
Self-Defence and Aero-Chemical Indusiry) and the refusal of in- 
dividual foreign workers and specialists to receive valuta granted 
lo them according to their contracts. It was recognized that all 
the foreign workers realized that they were not merely “hired” 
workers but conscious activists in the building of socialism and 
members of the world shock brigade—the U.S.S.R. 


WAR AGAINST SCRAP 


A continuous fight went on all the time agains! scrap. 
Campaigns were carried on in all departments. 

The article on the opposite page is taken from the English 
Tempo. Р 


Foundry Specialists And Workers Organize 
Against Scrap. 


Foreign workers in other departments — What action are 
you taking to eliminate scrap? 


On June 2nd, BRIZ called the 
Foreign Englneers and Specialists 
of the Foundry together in a con- 
ference, for the purpose of forming 
an organisation to overcome the 
many difficultles, that are now 
responsible for the Foundry scrap. 

At the conference, different plans 
were discussed for carrying out 
our suggestions and we decided 
to ask the Foundry Administration 
to give us a list of the tractor de- 
talls, which have a high percenta- 
ge of suh and we as a group, 
will divide ourselves Into several 
groups and distribute the work 
amongst us. We will apply our 
experience, personally, to ellmina- 
ting the trouble connected with 
each detail and will not only turn 
In suggestlons as how lt should 
be done, but with the proper 
cooperation from the workers and 
Administratio, will actually see 
that It Is done. 

I personally know, that if the 
same cooperation given me by 
the Technical Bureau, Is given to 
our group by the Workers of the 
Foundry, we (that 15, our group 
and BRIZ) can overcome most of 
the difflculties, cut the percentage 


of scrap to a minimum and pre- 
vent many of the breakdowns in 
our equipment 

At the present time,, 1 with one 
hundred percent cooperation from 
the Technical Bureau of the Foun- 
dry, am designing a new construc- 
tlon for the Mange screen convey- 
or number 8. We have designed 
new gears for the wire cutting ma- 
chines In the Core Room. One 
draughtsman Is working on impro- 
ving the Sea Coal mill and many 
other small changes are being 
made to eliminare the use of bronze, 
all of which will cut the cost of 
maintenance. 

Therefore, I ask all the rest of 
you workers an engineers In the 
foundry to get in step with us and 
help us help youto overcome the 
draw back In our production. 

Also, let us hear from the rest 
of the forelgn comrades In the 
Machine Shop, tool room, Heat 
and Treat Drop Forge. Stir up 
your BRIZ” representatives, get to 
them first, get organised along 
the same lines we are and make 
heword ,scrap* a word of the 


past. 
S. Baldwin 


In Comrade Baldwin's Brigade: Morose, Baldwin, Bloomberg, Pouchilow and 
Baszanov, 
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and got imbued with the idea of going there for a 
year. Eventually I made conlact with Soviel govern- 
nient represenlalives, was inlerviewed, accepted and 
sailed for the U.S.S.R. on April 11, 1930. 

My first weal conlact with the new Soviet citizen 
was on Ihe Soviet steamer by which I travelled from 
London to Leningrad. I was amazed at the familiarity 
between the captain and his crew, but it was all ex- 
plained to me by the assistant engineer who could 
speak English. 

I took part with the rest of our group in the May 
Day celebration at Leningrad and from there we trav- 
elled by train and boat to Stalingrad} arriving on 
May 8, 1930. 

Then began an experience such as I had never had 
before. I was hired as master mechanic of the foundry 
and being from a highly organized country like Amer- 
ica, I was hardly able to understand the confusion and 
disorganization that surrounded me. I was furnished 
with young engineers with much theoretical knowledge 
and no practical; old engineers wilh ideas and practices 
obsolete in America twenty-five years ago; barefooted 
tribesmen for millwrights, still clad in their nalive cos- 
tumes, none of whom had ever seen modern equipment 


JOHNNY ready to take a cut al the ball 
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